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A Revealmg Q&A with NYC Starchitect Dan Kaplan of FXFOWLE
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The Chamberlain, FXFOWLE

Dan Kaplan is a Senior Partner at FXFOWLE Architects—a firm committed to innovative design inspired
by urbanism, technology and sustainable strategies.



Dan Kaplan, FXFOWLE

NYS: What is FXFOWLE known for?

Dan Kaplan: FXFOWLE is known for crafting
compelling additions to our streetscape and skyline. |
say "crafting,’ to convey our patient, thoughtful ethos.
"“Compelling,” since our designs aim to be timeless
and refined. "Our streetscape and skyline"-because
we understand New York, and its amazing urban
pattern that creates both a great environment for the
person on the street and a dynamic skyline.

NYS: As a senior partner with a 27-year tenure there,
what does a day in your life look like?

Dan Kaplan: My day starts with two hours or so of
quiet time mostly spent reviewing design progress on
various projects. | compare it to looking at the "dailies”
in the movie business. | get my best, most creative
thinking done before 8:00AM. Then a walk to work
(looking for a good architecture shot to post on
Instagram) and then dive into multiple work sessions,
calls, client meetings, site visits, presentations,
breakfasts, lunches, etc., etc., etc. Oh yes, and email!
Then, on a day when | don't have an evening
presentation or event, a walk home (also looking for a
good pic to post on Instagram—I get more shots with
evening light). My wife and | recently moved back to
the city and more often than not, we will go out for
dinner. Food is a very important part of our lives. | do
try to read something non-work related at night. | just
finished a great book about Edward Curtis who

photographed the American Indian in the 1890s-1920s.

NYS: Why do you think it is so important for firms to focus on sustainable innovation in design?

Dan Kaplan: The built environment has a disproportionate impact on carbon emissions, water quality and
use, and the health of habitat, including our own. We have a corresponding obligation and opportunity to
mitigate its impact. Through innovative urbanism, architecture and interior design we can reduce the use
fossil fuels, and conserve water and wildlife habitat while creating uplifting and healthful environments for
people. On top of that, architecture is one of the most powerful communicators we have as a culture. So,
in addition to being sustainable, a building or interior through its design language can inspire its audience.



NYS: We are so excited you will be leading the
design on the recently launched luxury
residential building on the Upper West Side,
Circa Central Park. What can potential
residents expect from each residence?

Dan Kaplan: We are so proud to be working
with Artimus (the developer) on this project
facing directly onto Central Park! How can you
not be inspired by the location? To start with,
our environmentally-responsive fagade
incorporates large expanses of glass for views
over Central Park and sun-drenched interior
spaces. At the same time, shading elements
temper unwanted glare and heat gain. Central
Park's essential character of greenery, wood
and stone doesn't stop at the front door; rather
it is woven into the very fabric of the building.

CIRCA, FXFOWLE

The central court—visible from the lobby and lined with amenities—is a "keepsake” of the Park. Natural,
high-touch, and light materials are incorporated in the residences and common spaces.

NYS: Where does the name Circa come from and how is it showcased in the design of each residence?

Dan Kaplan: The building occupies a remarkably privileged location on the northwest corner of Central
Park. Like its sibling, Columbus Circle, Frederick Douglas Circle forms a monumental entry fitting New
York's most iconic park. The building's confident contemporary design conforms to the contours of the
circle, hence "Circa". The building is an architectural essay in arcs and lines—and the design of each unit
reflects that. On the park side, a progressive stepping of arced setbacks provide multiple terraces, park
views from the building's north wing and a graceful form that will be the focal point for the circle.
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The Chamberlain, FXFOWLE

NYS: You are also spearheading the
conversion of Simon Baron Development's The
Chamberlain! What can real estate lovers
expect from this?

Dan Kaplan: Like Circa and all of our work, we
were deeply inspired by the context, in this
case the Upper West Side and its Art Deco
buildings. It was here that the modern
apartment house came to maturity in the
1920s. Think of the Majestic and the Century
on Central Park West. The Chamberlain pays
homage to this era. The fagade composition is
a weave of strong horizontal and vertical
elements. The window design is a series of

vertical-proportioned casements with transoms above, with wrap-around corners. The glazing is scaled to
today's desire for more openness. The Chamberlain's layouts are all about creating gracious rooms in the
pre-war manner (as opposed to a more free-flowing open loft): formal entry galleries, composed "enfilade"
vistas and clear separation between "public” and "private” areas.

NYS: What are some of the projects you are most well-known for and why?






